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for, however much the King might incline to
them, he was powerless in face of the universal
hatred in which they were held. Fines for "re-
cusancy," which during the "bad times'* had
sometimes reached as much as twenty pounds a
month, were still imposed, though at a milder
rate, and priests were forbidden to minister the
rites of their religion under pain of death. Even
the most common rights of justice were denied
to Catholics, who dared not resort to litigation
when an unscrupulous opponent could always
enforce on them an oath incompatible with their
faith or win the case by default. In times of
national panic their lot became still more pre-
carious, for then their houses were searched for
arms and their liberty restricted by "chains,"
which forbade them to travel more than a mile
or two from their homes. During the "Popish
Terror" the best advice a friendly Westmorland
justice could give to a Catholic widow was to
marry a Protestant who could protect her prop-
erty and person. Yet persecution only strength-
ened their constancy. The sons mostly of an-
cient English Catholic houses, their priests were
trained abroad at St. Omer or one of the qther
English Catholic colleges, and then returned to
their own country to pass secretly from house
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